
Message from the Principal:  

Welcome to November’s newsletter. The half term break is fast approaching and the Christmas nativities and carol singing practice is well   
underway. Beautiful singing can be heard emanating from classrooms and the hall. “And the bells go ding, ding, dong, ding,” is a regular verse 
that is putting a smile on all our faces! The children are getting very excited and we all look forward to welcoming parents/carers into the  
Academy once more to join us in the celebrations. It was lovely to see many parents/carers at our recent progress evening and I would like to 
thank you all for an overwhelmingly positive questionnaire about the Academy. The children and staff also completed a questionnaire and I am 
pleased to inform you that these too were also extremely positive. I am very proud of the children, staff and the wider community 
in how we have all worked together to ensure that Mill Hill is a safe, welcoming and caring school where children flourish. We 
have high aspirations for our children and want them to, “work hard, dream big and never give up!” Through this shared ambition 
for our children, it is clear to see that they are making very good progress in all their lessons. As always, don’t hesitate to contact 
your child’s class teacher, Miss Jennings, Mrs Hulme or myself if you have any queries.  
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Christmas 

Thank you for all of your kind donations for 

our Christmas Fair. It is very much          

appreciated. We still need your help 

please! We need donations of full bottles, 

toys and chocolate.  

Tickets will be available for all concerts. If 

you have any questions, 

please get in touch with 

your child’s class teacher. 

Our Curriculum 
 

Here is a list of the units being covered in each year 
group this half term: 

Message from Vice Principal:  
What a wonderful half term we have had so far! 
We have a great deal to look forward to in the run 
up to Christmas. I am very much looking forward 
to welcoming you into school to watch the range 
of Christmas performances we have on offer. A 
big thank you to all who have supported the 
Christmas Fair preparations with kind donations 
towards the tombola, bottle store and chocolate 
tombola. We still need your help with this with 
donations of full bottles and chocolate. We hope 
to see you at the Fair on Thursday 1st December 
from 3.00pm to 4.30pm. It was great to see so 
many parents attend the recent Early Years open 
day. If you missed the opportunity to look round 
and meet the Early Years team, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch 
and I can arrange a tour for you. 
Admissions for Nursery and          
Reception places for September 2023 
are now live! If you have any further 
questions about the application process, please 
feel free to get in touch. 

Message from Assistant Principal:  
Well the end of 2022 is fast approaching! 
This is always a very busy half term and we 
still have lots to look forward to before we 
finish up for Christmas on 16th December. I 
am immensely proud to see the hard work 
and effort that both your children and staff 
put into all that they do. The children are 
thoroughly enjoying the new way we block 
their learning and it is clear that they now 
know more and remember more as they 
have been immersed in their units.          
Children’s reading is also really improving 
with our new enabling reading approach and 
I am certain that we will see that in 
the progress they have made at 
the end of the half term. Thank 
you for supporting your children 
with all of their learning at home.  
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Important Dates 
Wednesday 30th December 2022 

9:00am EYFS Christmas Performance 

Thursday 1st December 2022 

9:00am EYFS Christmas Performance 

Christmas Fair 3:00pm—4:30pm  

Friday 2nd December 2022 

9:00am LKS2 Carol Concert 

10:00am UKS2 Carol Concert 

Thursday 8th December 2022 

9:00am KS1 Christmas Performance 

Friday 9th December 2022 

Christmas Jumper Day  

Christmas Dinner  

9:00am KS1 Christmas Performance 

Friday 16th December 2022 

Academy closes 

Wednesday 4th January 2022 

Academy opens  

Work Hard, Dream Big and Never Give Up 

Nursery Our Heroes 

Reception Planes, Trains and Automobiles  

Year 1 
Formal elements of art  

Local history - Circus 

Year 2 

Local history - Proud to be a Potter 

How do living things change and have 

offspring? 

Year 3 
Prehistoric art 

How can we classify rocks? 

Year 4 

How does sound travel? 

What were the greatest achievements of 
the Ancient Greeks? 

Year 5 

How did England change during 
the settlement of the 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings?  

How do we separate materials? 

Year 6 

Why was the Battle of Britain a significant 
turning point for the United Kingdom in 

World War Two? 

How do animal’s living systems work   
together to maintain a healthy body? 

Attendance  

Each week, we celebrate the classes with the 

best attendance and they win a big breakfast on 

a Friday. Our current whole school attendance is 

94.5% and we are aiming for at least 96%.   

Attending school each day is vital to your child’s 

education.  

Just a reminder that children need to be in the 

academy between 8:30am and 8:40am.        

Anyone arriving after 8:40am is classed as late.  

Hopes, Dreams and Aspirations              
Programme and Theme of the Week 

 

Through our weekly assemblies, the children will 
focus on different themes and key celebrations. 
For the remainder of the half term the themes 
are: 

 Online Safety  

 Hanukkah  

 Christmas  

Please note that 30th and 31st of March 

2023 are no longer inset days (children will 

be in school). They have now been moved 

to Thursday 29th and Friday 30th June 

2023.  
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Eco-Warriors 

The Eco-Warriors had a very successful 
litter pick - the first one of the academic 
year. They had old and newly recruited 

warriors joining the pick. All children have 
now received their badges to show they are 

part of the Eco-warriors.  

 

Questionnaires 

We have recently conducted staff, pupil 
and parent questionnaires. The feedback 

we have received from all has been     
amazing - the best yet.  

99% of parents agree or strongly agree that 
their child is happy and safe at Mill Hill, 
that they do well at school and that we 

have high expectations in the academy. A 
huge 98% of you would recommend Mill 

Hill to others.  
Staff have all said that Parent’s Evening was 

very productive and parents were very  
supportive.  

Behaviour for Learning Treat 

As we are fast approaching December, 
plans for the final treat of this year are well 
underway. We will be having a visit from a 
very special visitor, we will be having not 

one, but two giant inflatables and a glow in 
the dark disco! Children need to achieve a 

behaviour for learning score of 62 or above 
and complete their homework to achieve 

the treat.  

Christmas Card Competition  
 

A huge thank you to everyone who entered 
our annual Christmas card competition. 

We had some fabulous entries.  
A huge well done to   

Kayla Johnson in 6T for 
winning. Her design will 
be used for Christmas 

cards to yourselves and 
to the local community.  

 

Reception  
What a fabulous term Reception have had! They 
have been learning all about transport. As you 
will have seen in our previous newsletter, they 
had a visit from an incredible truck. They have 

also had a visit from a fire engine and then they 
went on a trip to Manchester airport. The chil-

dren have certainly been learning lots about 
transport and have thoroughly enjoyed all 

of  their experiences.  

Reading  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to Jayden, a Literacy 

Champion for Stoke Reads, for donating 
over 20 fabulous books to the academy. It 

is very much appreciated.  
This half term, we have also set up a book 
share for years 5 and 6. They have had a 

variety of new books that they can access 
and enjoy reading for pleasure. If you have 
any books you wish to donate, please send 

them into school.  

                         Remembrance Day  
Many thanks to all who contributed to our 

Remembrance Day display. It looked incredi-
ble at the front of our academy . The Stu-

dent Leadership Team went to the Cenotaph 
in Tunstall. They took part in a service and 

laid a poppy wreath while the rest of the school held a minute silence.  

Christmas       

Jumper Day  

On Friday 9th   

December,       

children can 

come to school in their uniform with 

their Christmas jumper on and enjoy a    

Christmas dinner. If you have any old 

Christmas jumpers and would like to  

donate these, can you please bring them 

to the office as soon as possible.  

Nursery and Reception Applications  

Reception applications for September 

2023 are now open and Nursery             

applications will open from 1st December.  

Applications can be made at:  

https://www.stoke.gov.uk/info/20033/
school_admissions  

 

Ofsted says our   
Nursery and Reception 
are GOOD and ‘pupils 
flourish at this caring, 

welcoming school’  


